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Dudley Knox Library (DKL)  
Mission:   
Dudley Knox Library contributes to learning, research and teaching—anytime, anywhere—through 




The Dudley Knox Library is a dynamic and collaborative partner with members of the NPS 
community that is dedicated to advancing knowledge through integrated resources, responsive 
services, library instruction, and research assistance. We work together to promote NPS’s position 
as a top-tier graduate-level teaching and research institution that fosters lifelong learning. DKL is a 
flexible, agile organization that measures and continually assesses our quality, relevance and 
effectiveness as we support the NPS strategic plan. 
The Library’s annual budget of approximately $5.5 million supports a rich combination of content, 
library services, and staff dedicated to facilitating graduate education and research across NPS 
subject areas. Utilizing a human-centered, design thinking approach to envision the NPS library for 
the 21
st
 century that anticipates the changing needs of our mostly military student body, we 
regularly conduct usability studies, solicit customer feedback, stay current with academic library 
trends, and have successfully transformed a “warehouse of books” into an “integrated learning and 
study space.”  In our virtual and physical library, users interact with scholarly content, with 
professional staff, and with each other in an engaging environment that supports their critical 
thinking and advances their graduate-level learning.   
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Library Strategic Goals: 
¾ Select and provide Scholarly Content relevant to NPS instructional and research needs 
¾ Promote Seamless Access and Remove Barriers to collections, people, and services 
¾ Create Learner-Centered physical and virtual Spaces 




The Library provides access to a robust suite of eBooks, eJournals and databases plus a core print 
collection that supports NPS graduate instruction and research needs.  DKL provides access to 
~82% of the top-ranked Oceanography journals (see Appendix I; InCites Journal Citation Reports 
dataset updated 09/09/2017).  We also provide access to thousands of additional scientific 
journals covering many disciplines such as atmospheric 
and meteorological sciences; earth and physical sciences; 
math; physics; and much more  (search here:  
https://nps.primo.exlibrisgroup.com).   
Like other academic libraries, DKL continues to experience 
high annual subscription price increases for our scholarly 
content (11.3% annual price increase over 2015-2017 alone).  
Such increases, coupled with similar increases in 
databases, software, and personnel costs, makes it 
increasingly difficult for us to maintain current levels of 
subscription spending to as many resources as our 
faculty and students require. In this environment of 
escalating costs we regularly engage our stakeholders and 
monitor usage statistics to best leverage our limited 
resources to support the NPS mission. 
We facilitate discovery of oceanographic information through subscriptions to a range of 
specialized and interdisciplinary databases (with and without full-text) including:  American 
Society of Mechanical Engineers (ASME), Earth and Planetary Sciences, GeoRef, IEEE Explore, 
Janes’, JSTOR, Meteorological and Geoastrophysical Abstracts, Oceanic Abstracts, ProQuest, Web 
of Knowledge, and many more.   
Because no library is an island we routinely provide “just in time” document delivery and 
interlibrary loan services that rapidly obtain materials for our students and faculty from other 




Seamless Access  
The library website (https://library.nps.edu) provides the portal to our information resources as 
well as a wide range of student- and faculty-academic support services.  Over recent years library 
staff reviewed web analytics, conducted usability studies, and created “personas” of our three key 
users – resident students, distributed learning (DL) students, and faculty to help us understand our 
patrons. Armed with this information we comprehensively redesigned our website with a focus on 
making it “user-centric.” The resulting site emphasizes patrons’ top activities to simplify their 
access to information and associated services.  We continue to gather feedback and make 
continuous improvements to the site.  Other libraries as well as the team behind the redesign of 
the NPS institutional website have adapted many of our process and best practices.   
In 2017 we launched a cutting-edge, cloud-based, access and discovery system that gives our 
patrons a more “Google/Google Scholar-like” search experience.  A single search box on the library 
homepage enables users to quickly search across both resources and disciplines to retrieve results 
from print, online and data sources at the journal or book title level down to the journal article or 
book chapter level.   Putting more resources into the hands of our patrons through this 
consolidated search helps users rapidly locate appropriate resources and know which sources are 




The University Librarian is the current subject liaison to the Department of Oceanography.  A team 
of four reference librarians provide the primary reference assistance and instruction services to 
campus.  An additional four librarians also support individual departments and disciplines.  We 
offer drop-in research-related workshops: Research Quick Start I & II and Thesis Quick Start, as well 
as visits classrooms to provide discipline-specific information modules.  We were invited into the 
OC 3571 thesis class in January 2017 and January 2018 to offer tips and tricks for students who 
were just beginning their research process (9 students per class).   
 
Learner Centered Spaces 
Placing an emphasis on 24/7 online access over print collections permitted us to withdraw 
thousands of physical volumes (in consultation with relevant faculty and departments).  As a result 
we consolidated a large portion of our print footprint onto compact mobile shelving and freed up 
space for users.  We collaborated with student groups on their changing study patterns and created 
a variety of technology-equipped group, collaborative, and individual study spaces – both fixed as 
well as flexible spaces that students rearrange to suit their needs on a daily basis.  As a result more 
than 43% of the library’s physical space is user and study space. 
NPS has no “student union or student center.”  To further emphasize our patron-centric focus we 
worked with NPS leadership to co-locate key academic services in the library building to meet this 
need.  Current ‘tenants’ of the building include: the Graduate Learning Center (comprised of 
Graduate Writing Center, Thesis Processing Center, and Learning Tools initiative); the Office of 
Teaching and Learning (faculty development); the Center for Educational Design, Development, and 
Distribution (instructional support services to faculty).  Proximity has streamlined services to 
students while also increasing collaboration among these academic support units.  Lastly, we 
responded to student and faculty requests for a “coffee bar” and through collaboration with Navy 
Morale, Welfare and Recreation we now have a Starbucks in the building that offers an informal 
and dynamic meeting space.  The end result is an engaging learning space for NPS students, faculty 
and staff. 




Named for NPS’s first faculty member, Calhoun, the NPS institutional archive 
(https://calhoun.nps.edu) is a highly searched and centralized archive of NPS-authored works.  Built 
on open-source software, Calhoun provides worldwide access to more than 55K items including 
theses and dissertations (dating from the early 1920’s); faculty-authored journal articles, book 
chapters, and technical reports;  and institutional publications.  Resources have permanent handle-
style URLs that are discoverable from Google, Google Scholar and other locations and used for 
many purposes at and beyond NPS.   
In a parallel effort to promote and 
provide access to NPS-authored works 
that are “restricted through classified,” 
we created an internal online portal to 
provide access to NPS restricted 
theses, dissertations and technical 
reports from 2001 to present.  We also 
created and continue to curate NPS’ 
presence on classified networks to 
raise awareness of NPS research 
efforts. 
Both Calhoun and our restricted 
resources have proven to be extremely 
well utilized centralized repositories for public access to NPS-authored and institutional content.  
Ongoing collaborations with the Defense Technical Information Center (DTIC) (http://www.dtic.mil) 




Dudley Knox Library provides annual statistical inputs to the Integrated Postsecondary Data 
System (IPEDS) and the Association of College and Research Libraries (ACRL).  This enables us to 
benchmark our staffing and spending against two groups of peer academic libraries (peer groups 
defined by NPS:  NPS Research Peer Institutions and NPS Peer Institutions).   Appendix II figures 
show that while our library is currently understaffed as compared to peer libraries, our total spending 
(labor, content and operations) is comparable.  Despite our staff vacancies (exacerbated by hiring 
freezes, recent retirements, and the climbing cost of serials pressuring our relatively level budget), DKL 





Oceanography Department public release theses and 











Graduate Writing Center (GWC)  
Mission:  To develop the writing 
and critical thinking skills of NPS 
students for success in graduate 
school and as military and civilian 
leaders. 
 
The GWC provides all new students 
with an overview of expectations for 
graduate-level research and writing 
through its Foundations of Academic 
Writing seminar. 
The Graduate Writing 
Center offers individualized, one-
to-one coaching to help NPS 
students develop the critical 
thinking, writing, and 
communication skills necessary 
for success at NPS and in their 
future assignments.  
Additional GWC services include a 
rich variety of hands-on 
workshops, tutorials, online 
resources, and learning tools to 
help students advance their 
critical thinking and develop their 
academic communication, 
research, and writing skills.   
Of the 11 students who received 
a Ph.D. or M.S. in Physical 
Oceanography between June 
2016 and December 2017, a total 
of six, or approximately 55%, used the GWC. Of these students, 2 took advantage of coaching 
services, 2 attended hands-on workshops, and another 2 registered for both coaching and 






Thesis Processing Office (TPO) 
Mission:  Publish high-quality theses, dissertations, and capstone reports that reflect NPS’s 
commitment to quality, service, academic integrity, and expansion of knowledge. 
 
The Oceanography Department, like most NPS departments, requires a capstone thesis as part of 
our graduate research experience.  Thesis processors provide tutorials for using NPS-specific Word 
and LaTeX templates for the preparation and publication of theses and dissertations.  TPO staff 
work closely with students and their advisors on applying DoD distribution markings, proper 
attribution, and copy editing to their capstone reports. International students have free editing 
available to them. Thesis processors prepare for publication public release as well as restricted 
through Top Secret theses and dissertations.  Thesis Processing also produces Compilations of 
Abstracts (COAs) covering all of NPS and specific academic groups, such as undersea warfare, 
cybersecurity, and energy. Public release theses and COAs are accessible via the Library’s Calhoun 
repository as well as the Defense Technical Information Center (DTIC), while access to restricted 
through classified publications is provided through other avenues (including DTIC) for access by 
authorized individuals.  
Over the past several years TPO has worked closely with the Registrar and others to create a new 
thesis module in the student information management system, Python.  This new module provides 
rapid access to student dashboards where students and their advisors can monitor timelines from 
proposal approval through publication.  Additionally, the new thesis module for the first time 
provides NPS leaders with insight into the in-process research activities of our student body. The 
Python Thesis Module also allows service representatives and curricula leaders to indicate which 
organizations and individuals will receive announcements of thesis publications. Python will soon 
link to the NPS Research Portal to facilitate networking between students and faculty who share 















1 ANNUAL REVIEW OF MARINE SCIENCE 12.333 YES
2 OCEANOGRAPHY AND MARINE BIOLOGY 7.000 YES
3 MARINE GEOLOGY 3.572 YES
4 PROGRESS IN OCEANOGRAPHY 3.391 YES
5 LIMNOLOGY AND OCEANOGRAPHY 3.383 YES
6 JOURNAL OF OPERATIONAL OCEANOGRAPHY 3.342 NO
7 OCEAN MODELLING 3.341 YES
8 PALEOCEANOGRAPHY 3.254 YES
9 OCEANOGRAPHY 3.220 YES
10 JOURNAL OF PHYSICAL OCEANOGRAPHY 3.130 YES
11 JOURNAL OF GEOPHYSICAL RESEARCH-OCEANS 2.939 YES
12 OCEAN SCIENCE 2.821 YES
13 ICES JOURNAL OF MARINE SCIENCE 2.760 YES
14 DEEP-SEA RESEARCH PART I-OCEANOGRAPHIC RESEARCH PAPERS 2.480 YES
15 MARINE CHEMISTRY 2.457 YES
16 JOURNAL OF MARINE SYSTEMS 2.439 YES
17 IEEE JOURNAL OF OCEANIC ENGINEERING 2.297 YES
18 MARINE ECOLOGY PROGRESS SERIES 2.292 YES
19 BULLETIN OF MARINE SCIENCE 2.263 YES
20 ESTUARINE COASTAL AND SHELF SCIENCE 2.176 YES
21 POLAR RESEARCH 2.146 YES
22 CONTINENTAL SHELF RESEARCH 2.064 YES
23 LIMNOLOGY AND OCEANOGRAPHY-METHODS 1.992 NO
24 JOURNAL OF PLANKTON RESEARCH 1.983 NO
25 OCEAN ENGINEERING 1.894 YES
26 JOURNAL OF SEA RESEARCH 1.888 YES
27 OCEAN & COASTAL MANAGEMENT 1.861 YES
28 MARINE AND FRESHWATER RESEARCH 1.757 NO
29 GEO-MARINE LETTERS 1.716 YES
30 DEEP-SEA RESEARCH PART II-TOPICAL STUDIES IN OCEANOGRAPHY 1.713 YES
31 TELLUS SERIES A-DYNAMIC METEOROLOGY AND OCEANOGRAPHY 1.635 YES
32 MARINE GEOPHYSICAL RESEARCH 1.627 YES
33 ENVIRONMENTAL FLUID MECHANICS 1.603 YES
34 OCEAN DYNAMICS 1.597 YES
35 APPLIED OCEAN RESEARCH 1.596 YES




Journal Data Filtered By:  Selected JCR Year: 2016 Selected Editions: SCIE,SSCI Selected 



















































Journal Data Filtered By:  Selected JCR Year: 2016 Selected Editions: SCIE,SSCI Selected 





37 FISHERIES OCEANOGRAPHY 1.578 YES
38 OCEANOLOGIA 1.500 YES
39 JOURNAL OF OCEANOGRAPHY 1.347 YES
40 MARINE GEORESOURCES & GEOTECHNOLOGY 1.159 YES
41 DYNAMICS OF ATMOSPHERES AND OCEANS 1.111 YES
42 HELGOLAND MARINE RESEARCH 1.013 YES
43 MARINE GEODESY 1.000 YES
44 ATMOSPHERE-OCEAN 0.986 YES
45 AUSTRALIAN METEOROLOGICAL AND OCEANOGRAPHIC JOURNAL 0.979 YES
46 NEW ZEALAND JOURNAL OF MARINE AND FRESHWATER RESEARCH 0.938 NO
47 JOURNAL OF MARINE RESEARCH 0.935 YES
48 IZVESTIYA ATMOSPHERIC AND OCEANIC PHYSICS 0.778 YES
49 TERRESTRIAL ATMOSPHERIC AND OCEANIC SCIENCES 0.752 NO
50 ACTA OCEANOLOGICA SINICA 0.730 YES
51 MARINE TECHNOLOGY SOCIETY JOURNAL 0.727 YES
52 CHINESE JOURNAL OF OCEANOLOGY AND LIMNOLOGY 0.688 YES
53 OCEAN SCIENCE JOURNAL 0.611 NO
54 JOURNAL OF OCEAN UNIVERSITY OF CHINA 0.601 YES
55 OCEANOLOGICAL AND HYDROBIOLOGICAL STUDIES 0.544 NO
56 THALASSAS 0.500 NO
57 OCEANOLOGY 0.492 YES
58 BRAZILIAN JOURNAL OF OCEANOGRAPHY 0.474 YES
59 REVISTA DE BIOLOGIA MARINA Y OCEANOGRAFIA 0.366 NO
60 ACTA ADRIATICA 0.302 YES
61 INDIAN JOURNAL OF GEO-MARINE SCIENCES 0.172 YES
62 NAVAL ENGINEERS JOURNAL 0.069 YES
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